DISCOURSE 


t-UDBLEFS:HD 
To laſtruQt and Undeceive the P EOPL E 
> IM the Point of | 
WHEREIN is ſhewed, 
l. That never any Clergy in the Church of God 
| +» hath been, or is maintain'd with leſs Chai rge to 


the Subject, than the Eſt. Lliſh'd Clergy of the | 
Church ot ENG LAND. . 


II. That there is no Subject“ in che Realm of E NG- [1 
LAND, who gi iverh any thing of his own, to- 
_ wards the maintenance oi his Pariſh-Minilter 


but his Eaſter- Offering. 


III. Thu rie change of Tit hes into Sipends, will brins | 
greater trouble to the Clergy then is yet confi 


dered; and far leſs profit to the Country, chan 
1s wow e 


: By Ph. 8 Gent. 


1 Cor. 9. . 
Who goetb a warfare any time at his own charges ? Who 


P. lautethi a Viueyard aud eateth not of the Fuit thereof? 


Or who feedeth a flock; and eateth not of the vi of 
the 225 4 | | 


1 
| 
: x 
= 
R -4 
1.4 
$ + 
1. 
ls 
* 
* 
1 
1 
- 4 
4 4 
4 
1 
1 
[1 ; A's 
* ; 
Y 
ia 
„„ : 
5 ; 
» *} To 
* * 7289 
4 
J 
* 1 
5 7 
— 571 
3 2 
#44 
A 
> 
{ 
Py. 
199 
ov 
=” , 
5 8 . 
1 
2 1 
an 
2 pq 
$3 ; 
+1 
, 1 1 
7 : f 
% . .% 
, * 
We! 
e 
0 4 1 
IJ iy. 
; 7 
5 8 
i 4 3H 
: 
T3: 
214 
* 
-YL * ''$ 
, E 
4 ” 
14H 
q þ 
19 
1 
1 
+1] 
[4 
* 1 
1 , 
3.3 
+3 
1 J 
s 
17 


wm 


8 » "IT 3 p of 80 * W = 
a 0 „ 8 2 N = "3A A Ea 2 3 e 7 ” F „ . kr 
4 N ach Oo ere rs Ge ee at 3 e r a eg iraers, 7b d r 32 CITY 1 * . . 
CWWWGCCCCGVVVVVVVDVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV(T(T(T(T(T(T(T(TTTk''Wk((ç'é'WkwWWWWWçWWWÄWwWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW—W1WWWWWWW I EH 2 1 
2 r as is Es » i 2 
Ss 5 — 


5 


— 6 


Wr n 


LOV DON. printed for F-"TATLORitthe FH | 
| 40 St. Paul's ee 1708, 


6 2 6 Sabo 
— — . 
. 2 — - - = -- Rn 
* % 
2 . 4 — — 
* 9 th — Cn ns, , 
- "IS 4 — — 
a mu _— N —.— 
2 *5 _ 7 


4 TH 
1 0 
7 x [4 
8 4 n 5. " $ «x 
* 
- PV 
4 15 
2 — — 9 Y N 
— BE — — — * — 0 30 
* * x 
* * 
. 
i] 
Y 


NN 


Undeceiving of the PEOPLE 


5 In the point of 7 
TETHES 


Mongſt thoſe popular Deceits 

which have been ſet abroad of 
late to abuſe the People, there is 
> not any one which hath been 


cheriſh'd with more endearments, than 


2 perſwaſion put into them of not pay- 


ing Tithes : Partly, becauſe it carrieth no 
ſmall ſhew of Profit with it; but prin- 


cipally as it ſeems a conducible means to 
make the Clergy more obnoxious to them, 
and to ſtand more at their Devotion 
than they have done formerly. Upon 
theſe Hopes, it hath been the endeavours 
of ſome leading Men to repreſent it to 
the reſt as a publick. Grit vauce, That the 


Clergy being but a handful of Men in 


compariſon of all the reſt of the Kin g- 
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9 AS In 
- the An- 


{wer to 
thoſe of 
Hartfo1 d., 


Aent, c 


Ihe undecciging of the Pec ple 
dom, ſhould go away with the T-ath 
(or as ſome tay, the Sixth part) of the 
Fruits of the Earth; and that the Mi. 


after fitting ſtill in his Contemplations, 


ſhould live upon the Sweat of other Mens 
Prows; and taking pains amongſt the 
Feopic but One Day in Seven, {ſhould 
have the Texth part of their Eſlates allot- 
ted to them jor their Maintenance. And 
tis no marvel if ſome tew, on theſe miſ- 
per ſwaſions, have Importun'd the High 
Court of Parliament from time to time 


With troubleſome and clamorous Peri- 


tions to redreſs this Wrong; and put 


them up allo in the name of whole Coun- 
ties (although the generality of thoſe 
Count:es had no hand therein) to add 
the greater Credit and Authority to 
them. In which Delign, although they 
have prevaiPd no further on the two 
Houſes of Parliament, than to be {ent 
away with this general Promiſe, That iz 
due time their Petitions ſboald be taken in 
to conftaeration ; * and that it was the 
pleaſure of the ſeveral and reſpective 


Houles, (hat in the mean ſeaſon they ſbould 


take care that Tithes be duly bad accord 
ing to Lav: Yet they Which have eſpou- 
ſed the Quai rel will not fo be ſatished. 
For when it pleaſed the Lords and 
Commons to fet out an Ordinance bear: 
Ted 114 


in the point 77 / YL Jer. 


ing Date November 8 8. 164.4. Lor the true 
Payment of 1:ithes ana other Luties accord- 

ins to ihe laws and Cuſtor:s of ths lee alm; 
there came out preſently a lamphlet en⸗ 


tituled, Tie Lijmountin of the 07 auunuunce 
for Titles, ; followed and backed by ma- 
ny a ſcandalous Paper of the ſef-ſume 
ftrain. And when it {{cmed good co che 
aid Lords and Commons, on ths DIC 


pitancy of ſome of the Clergy under 5c- 


queitration, to ſer out their Additional 
Ordinance of the 9th ot 2 Auno 
1647, it was encounired prejently with 
a ſcurrilous Pamphict, entituicd, A Pre- 
paration for a Day of Daub Ving to ihe 
Parliament for their late Ordinance. for 


Tithes, neui) Mounted and well Charged 


with rele Damages, for the Peoples mot 


giving the Venth part of their Eſtates 2. 


the Clerzy, or Impropriators. And this, 
according to the Stile of thoſe. Petitions, 
is ſaid * to be the Reſult of the Parlia- 


ments Friends in Hartfordſ5ire ; tho” I 


am verily perſwaded that few, if any 
of the Gentry and Men ot quality in 
the Country, were acquainted with If. 
ut be it the reſult of tew or many of 
the Parliaments Friends (tho? I conceive. 
they are but back- friends to the Parlia- 
ment, who ſet fo {light a value on their 
Conſtitutions ) the Title doth afford 
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6 The undeceiving of the People 


fit far off from the fountain of buſineſs, 


two things worthy conſideration ; Firſt, 
That the Maintenance of the /Clergy 
here by Law eſtabliſhed, is ſaid to be 


by giving them the Tenth part of every 
Mans Eſtate : And Secondly, That the 


blow goes higher than before it did, and 
aims not only at the deveſting of the 


Church of her ancient Patrimony, but 


art the depriving of the Gentry of their 
Impropriations, which many of them 
hold by Leaſe, many by Inheritance, 
all by as good a Title as the Law can 
make them. I know there hath been 


great pains taken by ſome Learned Men, 


ro ſtate the Inſtitution and Right ot 
Tithes, and ſeveral judicious Tractates 
have been writ about it; which not- 
withſtanding have not found ſuch en- 
tertainment as they did deſerve; partly, 
| becauſe written in an Argumentative 


way, they were above the reach of the 


vulgar Reader; but principally, becauſe | 
written by Men ingaged in the Caule, 
and ſuch as might be biaſs'd with their 


own Intereſt in it. For my part I am 


free from all thoſe ingagements which 


may incline me to write any thing for 


my private Ends, being one that payeth 


Tithes and ſuch other Duties as the Laws 
and Ordinances do injoyn. And tho' I 


and 


in the point of Tithes. 


and cannot poſſible ſee at ſo great a. di- 


ſtance, what might beſt ſatisfy the doubts 
and clamours of unquiet Men; yet I 
ſhall venture to ſay ſomewhat in a mo- 
deſt way towards the Undeceiving of the 
People in this point of Tithes, whoſe 


Judgments have been captivated by thoſe 
miſ-perſwaſions, which cunningly have 


been communicated and infuſed into 
them. And I ſhall do it in a way, (if 


J gueſs aright ) which hath not yet 
been travelled in this preſent point ; 
ſuch as I hope will ſatisfy all them of 


the adverſe party, but thoſe who are re- 


ſolv'd before-hand, that they will not be 
ſatisfied. For whereas the whole con- 
troverſie turneth on theſe three hinges : 
Firſt, That the Maintenance allowed 
the Clergy is too great for their Calling, 


eſpecially conſidering the ſmall number 
of them; Secondly, That it is made up 


out of the Tenth part of each Man's 


Eſtate : And Thirdly, That the chan- 
ging of this way by the payment of 
Tirhes into that of Stipends, would be 
more grateful to the Country, and more 
eaſie to the Clergy: I ſhall accordingly 
reduce this ſmall Diſcourſe unto theſe 


three Heads. 


Firſt, I will ſhew that never any 


Clergy in the Church of God hath been, 


A 4 or 


or 18 maintained with is Change 1 to the 


Subject, than the eſtabliſhed Clergy of 


the Church of England. Secondly, That 
there is no Man in the Realm of England, 


who paycth any thing of his own towards 


the maintenance of his Pariſh Miniſter, 
but his Eaſter Offering. And Thirdly, I hat 
the chang gn 97 Tithes into 18 
Would bring greater trouble to the Cler- 


gy, than is yet conſidered, and far leis 


prolit to the Country, than 18 now pre- 
tended. 


Theſe Propoſitions Js | provet 


(which I doubt not of) I hope I {hall 
receive no check tor my undertaking, 
_ conſidering that I do it of a good intent 

to free the Parliament from the trouble 


of the like Petitions, and that the com- 


mon People being diſabuſed, may quietly 
and chearfully diſcharge their Duties ac- 


cording to the Laws eſtabliſhed ; and 


live together with that unity and godly 
Love which ought to be between a Mi- 
niſter and his Congregation. I his is the 
ſum of my Deſign, Which if I can effect, 
it is all J aim at: And with this Decla- 
ration of my mind and meaning, I truſt 
this {hort Diſcourſe of mine will be, if 
not applauded, yet at leaſt excuſed. Firlt 
then I am to prove this point: 


I. That 


in tie point of Tithes. 
I. That never anyClir2y in the Church of 


God, hath been, or is Maintained with lejs 
£ harge to the Subjcit, than the eſtabliſhs 
Clerg ) of the Church of England. 


For proof of this, we muſt behold the 


Church of God, as it flood under the 
Law in the Land of Canaan, and as it 
now ſtands under the Goſpel in the molt 
flour: ping parts of Chifilendom. In- 
der the Law, the Tribe of Ler- was 


poſſeſſed of Foarty e1zht Cities, and the 
Territories round about them, exten: ng 


every way for the {pace of 2000 Ciunts, 
Which in ſo {mall a Country, ws 4 
greater proportion, than the Rents e- 

ceived by the Clergy of all the Bilho- 


pricks and Chapter Lands in the Realm 


of England. I hen had they beſides 
Tithes ( whereof more anon) the far{t- 


born of Mankind, and all unclean Beaſts, 


which were redeemed at the rate of five 


Shekels apiece, amounting in our Money 
to 125. 64. and of the hicitlings of clean 


| Beaſts, their Blood being ſprinkled on 


the Altar, and the Fat offered tor a burnr- 
oftering, "the Fleſh remained unto tlie 
Prieſts. Of which, fee Numb. 18. 15,16, 
17, 18. They had alſo the firit-truits of 


Wine, Oyl and Wooll, Deut. 18. 4. yea, 


and of all things elle which the” Earth 
: r brought 


10 The undeceiving of the People 
brought forth for the uſe of Man; the 
firſt: fruits of the Dough, Namb. 15. 20, 

21. the meat-offerings, the ſin-offerings, the 


er. 2. 7reſpaſs-offerings, & the ſhake-offerings, the 


e 


3 and 7 


fo of all Euchariſtical Sacrifices, thebreaft 
and the ſhoulder; of others, the ſhoulder 
I Lev. . and the two cheeks, and the mam; + and 
35 3+ of the whole Burnt- offering, they received 
lb. v. 8. the Ein. Then add, that all the 
Males of the Tribes of Iſrael, were to 
appear thrice yearly before the Lord, 
and none of them came empty-handed : 

And that if any had detained any thing 
in part or in whole, which was due by 

Law, he was to bring a Ram for an of- 
tering, to make good that which was 
detained, and to add a fifth part to it in 
the way of recompence. Beſides, 'Thele 
Daties were brought in to the Prieſts and 
 Levites without Charge or Trouble. And 
if any for ther own eaſe defired not 
to pay in kind, but to redeem the 
_ fame for a ſumm of Money; the eſti- 
mation of the due was to be made 
_«-Levz7, by the Prieſt ; + and a fifth part ad- 
4 17 ded, as before, for full ſatisfaction. In 
a word, ſuch and ſo many allowances 

had the Prieſts and Levites, that ſet- 
ting by the Tithes of their Corn and 
Cattel, and of all manner of increaſe ; 
$ e 


heave-offerings, and the ſhooe-bread; As al- 


in the point of Tithes. 


their maintenance had far exceeded that, - 
of the Engliſb Clergy; and adding unto 

theſe the Tithes of all Creatures tithable 
it doth more than double it. For in the 
payment of their Tithes by the Lords ap- 
pointment, there was not only a full tenth 
of all kinds of increaſe, but ſuch an im- 
poſition laid on all kinds of Grain, as 
came to more than a fixth part of the 
Crop it ſelf; in fo much that of 6000 
Buſhels, 1121 accrucd into the Prieſts and 
Levites; 4779 remaining only to the 
| Husbandman. For firſt, out of 6cco 
Bufſhels (and fo according y 1n all after 
that proportion) a fixtieth pait at leaſt, 
(and that they termed I herumah of the 
evil eye, or the Niggards ſir/# fruits) was 
to be ſet apart for the firſt- fruits of the 
Threſhing-floor ; which was One hun- 
dred in the Total. Out of the reſidue, 
being 5900 Buſhels, the firſt Tirhe paya- 
ble to the Levites, which lived diſperſed 
and inter mingled in the reſt of the I ribes, 
came to 590 Buſhels; and of the reſidue 
being 5310 Buſhels, 531 were paid for 
the ſecond Tithe unto the Prieſts, which 
miniſtred before the Lord in his holy 
Temple ; ; yet ſo, that ſuch as would de- 
cline the trouble of carrying it in kind 
unto Jeruſalem, might pay the price 
thereof ii money according to the eſti- 
Ty mate 
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The. undecerving of 1 bhe People 
mate which the Prieſts made of it. To 
whicha fifth part being added (as in other 
caſes) did fo improve this Tithe to the 
Prieſts advantage; as that which being 
paid in kind, was but Ten in the Hun- 
.dred, being thus altered into money, 
ae no ſeſs than Twelve. Now lay 


theſe ſeveral ſums together, and of Coco = 


Buſhels, as before was ſaid, there will 
accrew. 1121 to the Prieſt and Levice, 
and but 4779 to the Lord or Tenant. By 
which accompt the Prieftsand Levites in 


the tithing of 6000 Buſhels,receiv'd twice 


as much within a little, as is poſſeſſed or 
claimed by the Exgliſb Clergy, even where 
the Tithes are beſt paid without any ex- 


emptions, which are 0 frequent in this 


Kingdom. 


But then ne it will be ſaid, that 
the Levites made up one of the Twelve. 
Jribes of Jſrael, and having no inheri- 
tance amongſt the reſt but the Tithes and 
Offerings, beſides the Fourty Eight Ci- 
tics betore mention'd, were to be ſettled 
in wayof maintenance correſpondent un- 
to that proportion. But fo (they fay) it is 
not in the caſe of the Eugliſ iu Clergy, WhnO 
are ſo far from being one of 1welve or 
"Thirteea at moſt, that they are hardly 
One for an Hubdeed : or as a late Pan- 
phlet doth infer, not one tor Five 77 

ed. 


in the point of Tithes. 13 
dred. * Who on this ſuppoſition, that * Tithe- 
there are Five hundred Men and Women ra 1. 
in a Country Pariſh, the Lands whereof Mind. 
are worth 20001. per annum, and that the 
Miniſter goeth away with 400 l. a year of 
the ſaid 2000: concludeth, that he hath 
as much for his own Particular, as any 
Sixſcore of the Pariſh, ſuppoſing them to 
be all Poor or all Richalike ; and then 
cries out againſt it, as the greateſt Cheat 
and H. bber y tllat was ever practiſed. = 
But the anſwer unto this is eaſie, 1 
would there «ere no greater difficulties 
to perplex the Church. Firſt, for the 
Tribe of Levi, it is plain and evident, 
. that though it paſs commonly by the 
name of a Tribe, yet was it none of the 
Twelve Tribes of Tfrae!l, the Houſe of 
Jſeph being ſub-divided into two whole 
Tribes, thoſe namely of Ephraim and 
Manaſſeh, which made up the Twelve. 
And ſecondly, it is as evident, that it fell 
ſo ſhort of the proportion of the other 
Tribes, as not to make a ſixtieth part of *. 
the Houle of Jacob; for in the general 
Mutter which was made of the other 
Tribes, of Men of Twenty years and 
upwards, ſuch only as were fit for Arms 
and ſuch publick ſervices, the number of 
them came unto 625500 fighting Men; 
to which if we ſhould add all thoſe which 
- were 


14 


The undec-iving of the People 


were under Twenty years and unfit for 
ſervice, the number would at leaſt be 


doubled. But the Levites being all reck- 


oned from a Month old and above, their 
number was but 220001n all, (of which 
fee Num. 1. 46. & 3.39. ) which came 
not to ſo many by 273 as the only fr/# 
born of the other Tribes; and therefore 
When the Lord took the Levites for the | 
firſt born of Iſrael, the odd 273 were re- 
deemed according to the Law, at five 
Shekels a Man, and the Money, which _ 
amounted to 1365 Shekels, was given to 
Aaron and his Sons, Num. 7. 47, 48. Which 
ground ſo laid according to the Holy 
Scriptures, let us next take a view of 


the Engliſb Clergy, and allowing but one 


for every Pariſh, there muſt be 9725, ac- 
cording to the number of the Pariſh 
Churches; or ſay Ten Thouſand in the 
Total, the reſidue being made up of 
Curates officiating in the Chappels of Eaſe 
throughout the Kingdom; and reckon- 


ing in all their Male Children from a 


Month old and upwards, the number 


muſt be more than trebled. For although 
many of the dignified and beneficed 


Clergy do lead ſingle lives, yet that de- 
fect is liberally ſupplied by ſuch Married 


Curates as do officiate under them in their 
ſeveral Churches. And then, as to the 


4 "ds 


diſpro- 
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in the point of Tithes. 


diſproportion which is faid to be between 
the Clergy and the reſt of the People, 
one to Five Hundred at the leaſt: The 
Computation is ill grounded, the Col- 
lection worſe. For Firſt, the Computa- 
tion ought not to be made between the 
| Miniſter and all the reſt of the Pariſh, 


Men, Women, and Children, Maſters, 


and Dames, Men-ſervants, and Maid- 
ſervants, and the Stranger wh ch is with- 
in the Gates; but between F m and ſuch 

whoſe Eſtates are Titheable, and they in 
moſt Pariſhes are the & aalleft Number. 


3 


For ſetting by all Zuldren which live 


under their ".ients, Servants, Appren- 


tices, Artificers, Day-labourers and Poor 


| indigent People; none of all which have 
any intereſt in the Titheable Lands: 
The number of the reſidue will be found 


ſo ſmall, that probably the Miniſter may 


make one of the Len, and fo poſſeſs no 
more than his own {hare comes to. And 
then how miſerably weak is the Collection 
 whichis made from thence, that this One 
Mar ihould haveas much as any Sixſcore 


of rhe reſt of the Pariſh, (ſuppoſing that 


the Pariſh did contain 500 Perſons )- or 
that his having of ſo much were a Cheat 
and Robbery * And as for that objection 


which I find much ſtood on, that the Le- 
vites had no other Inheritance but the 


Tithes 


16 


Tie unlecciving af the People 


Tithes and Offerings, Numb. 18. 22. 


whereas the Erglifh Clergy are permitted 


to purchaſe Lands, and to inherit ſuch as 
deſcend unto them; the anſwer is ſo eaſy, 
it will make it ſelf; for let the Tithes 


enſoyed by the Engliſh Clerzydeſcend from 


them to their Poſterity, from one Gene- 


ration to another, as did the Tithes and 


Offerings on the Tribe of Lexi: and I | 
perſwade my felf, that none of them Will 
be buſied about purchaſing Lands, or be 


an Eye-lore to the People in having more 


to live on than their Tithesand Offerings. 


Till that be done, excuſe them if they do 

provide for their Wives and Children, ac- 
cording to the Laws both of God and 
Nature And for the ſo much Parallel in 


point of maintenance, between the Cler- 
gy of this Church and the Tribe of Levi. 


Proceed we next unto the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel at the firſt Plantation, during 


the lives of the Apoſtles, and the times 
next following, and we ſhall find, that 


though they did not attually receive 


Tithes of the People, yet they fill kept 


on foot their Rizht ; and in the mean 


time, till they could enjoy them in a 

peaceable way, were ſo provided for. of 

all kind of neceſſaries, that their was 

nothing wanting to thgir Contentation. 

Firſt, that they kept on foot their Right, 

END THIS: and 
£7 


in the point of Tithes, 


v and thought that Tithes belonged as pro- 


perly to the Evangelical Prieſthood, as 
_ unto. the Legal, ſeems evident unto me 
by St. Paul's diſcourſe; who proves Mel- 
chiſedechs Prieſthood by theſe two Argu- 
mente: Firſt, that he Bleſſed Abraham; 

and Secondly, that he Tired him, or 


 receiv'd Tithes of him. For though in 
our Ezzliſh Tranſlation it be only faid, 
that he received Tithes of Abraham, which 


| might imply that Abraham gave them as 
a Gift, or a Free-Will- oftering, and that 


; Melchiſedech received them in no other 
ſence; yet in the Greek it is SαονjVus + 


Aberdu, which in plain Exgliſb is, that he 
Tithed Abraham, _ took them of him 
as his due, Heb. If then our Savi- 
our be a. Prieſt a after 1 order of Melchiſe- 


dech, as no doubt he is, he muſt have 
power to Tithe the People as well as to 
Bleſs them, or elſe he comes not home to 


the Type or Figure: Which power of 
Lithing of the People, or receiving 7 1thes 
of them, ſince he exerciſeth not in Per- 


fon ; it ſeems to me to follow upon very 


good conſequence, that he hath devol- 
ved this part of his power on thoſe whom 


he hath Called, aud Authoriſed tor . 


Bleſs th: People. 
Certain I am, the Fathers of the Pri- 


mitive times, chough they enjoy el aot 


"B Tithes 
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Tithes in ſpecie,by reaſon that the Church 


was then unſetled, and as it were in 


motion tothe Land of Reſt, ( in which 


condition thoſe of 1/rae! paid no Tithes 


to Levi) yet they {till kept their claim un- 


to them, as appears clearly out of Origen, 
and ſome other Ancients. And of this truth 
Ithink no queſtion need be made amongſt 


knowing Men. The only queſtion will be 


this, Whether the maintenance which 


they had till the Tithes were paid, were 


not as chargeable to the People, as the 


Tithes now are (ſuppoſing that the Tithes 
were the Subjects own?) For my part I 


conceive it was, the People of thoſe Pious 


times not thinking any thing too much to 
beſtow on God, for the! incouragement of 


his Miniſters, and the reward of his Pro- 


phets. They had not elſe ſoldoff their Lands 
aud Houſes,and brought the prices of the things 


. which were ſold, and laid them at the Apoſtles 

feet, as we know they did, Acts 4. 34, 35. 
but that they meant, that the Apoltles 
ſhould ſupply their own wants out of thoſe 
Oblations, as well as the neceſſities of their 


poorer Brethren. I trow, the ſelling of all, 
and truſting it to the diſpenſing of their 


"Teachers, was matter of more charge to 
ſuch as had Lands and Houſes, than paying 


the Tenth part of their Houſe-rent, or the 


Tithe of their Lands, And when this Cu- 


Mt om 


in the Pont of Tithes. 
ſtom was laid by, (as poſſibly it might end 


with the Apoſtles themſelves) the Offe- 
rings which ſucceeded in the place thereof, 
and are requir'd, or injoyn d by the Apo. 

flolical Cauons, were fo great and manifold, 


that there was nothing neceſſary to the 


Life of Man, as Hony, Milk, Fowl, Fleſh, 
Grapes, Corn, Oyl, Frankincenſe, Fruits of 
the Seaſon, yea Strong Drink, and Sweet 
Meats, which was not liberally offered on 

the Altars, or Oblation- Cables: Inſomuch 
as the Author of the Book called the Ho- 


ly Table, Name, aud T, hing, Cc. according 


to his ſcornful manner, faith of them, that 
they were rather Pantaries, Larders, or Store- 
houſes, than ſo many Conſecrated Altars. 
And though he make thoſe Canons bur 
as ſo many Pot guns, yet as great Criticks 


as himſelf eſteem otherwiſe of them, as 


"ns Antagoniſts in that quarrel proves 


ſuficicatly. And as for thar particular 


Canon which requires theſe o ſferings, it 


is but an exemplification or particulari- 
zing of that which is more generally pre- 


ſeribed by S. Paul, Gal. 6. 6. Where he en- 


joyneth him that is ⁴ to communicate to 
him that teucheth him, in omnibus bonis, 7 
4 his goods, as the R em?ſts read it very 
ri: only, ani] not in all good things, aS Our 
late Trantlation.. "Now this Tnjun® 101 
reachetli to all {Orts of Peop:e.to | BE Poor 


B 2 : 285 


— CC EN _ 


" 329 The undeceiving of the Pecple 
3 as wellas tothe Rich as it appears plainly 


by a pailagein S. Cyprians works, where he 
upbraids a wealthy Widow for coming emp- 
ty handed,and without her Offering to the 
Locußles Altar of God andcating of that part of the 
em Sacrifice which the Poor had Offered. * To 
cu, ſne the improvement of the maintenance of 
Jas 1 05 him that Leacheth, not only the Rich Men 
artena. Were to offer out of their abundance, but 
eit the Poor Woman allo was to bring her 
Poo Mite. They had not elſe come home to St. 
ſumis. Paul's Commandment, hich reacheth un- 
 Cyz.c to all forts of People without any excep- 
| nd, tion; to every one according to that mea- 
ure of Fortune which God hath given 
az him: Which clearly ſheweth that though 
the payment of 7ihes fall heavier upon 
Landed Men, than poſſibly it might do 
in the Primitive times, before the Church 
- was in a condition to demand her Rights; 
yet ſpeaking generally of the People of a 
Church or Pariſh, the charge was greater 
to them then, than it hath been ſince ; the 
| greateſt numbers of the People being freed. 
from 7hes, (becauſe they have no Lands 
| from whence Tithes are payable ) who 
could not be diſcharged from the Com- 
munication of their Goods, and Subſtance 
without a manifeſt neglect of St. Pauls 
Injunction. More then this yet, belides 
hat was communicated in a private way, 
3 NT for 
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for the encouragement and ſupport of him 


that Taught; which we may well conceive 


to be no {mall matter: The publick offer- 


ings of the People were of ſo great con- 


ſequence as did not only 379 to main- 


tain the Biſhop, according to his Place and 
Calling; and to provide alſo for the Prieſts 


Or Miniſters which ſerved under him ; but 


aalſo to relieve the Poor and repair their} 1 Feda in 
hiftor 


2 l. 1. 


Churches. + And therefore certainly the 
faithful of thoſe times were generally at 
more Charge to maintain their Miniſtry 


than the Subject is with us in Egland; .the | 
greateſt part of which by far,pay Ino Tithes ; 


: at all tothe Pariſh-Miniſter and no Mana- 


ny thing at all towards the maintenance 


of the Biſhop, as in former days. 


Fogow we our Delign through ſeveral 5 
Countries, and we ſhall find the Clergy of 
moſt parts in Chriſtendom, either more 
plentifully endowed, or elſe maintained 
with greater Charge untothe Subject, than 


the Clergy of the Church of England. In 
France, the Author of the Cabinet « computes 
the Tithes and temporal Revenues of the 
Clergy, beſides Proviſions of all forts, to 
80 Millions of Crowns ; but his accompt 


is difallowed by all knowing Men. Bodin 


reporteth from the Mouth of Monſieur d 
Alemant, one of the Preſidents of Accompts 
in Paris, that they amounted to Twelve 


B 3 Millions, 


22 The undeceiving of the People 
Millions, and 300000 of their Livres, which 
is 1230000 lof our Engliſb Money; and he 
| himſelf conceives that they poſſeſs Seven 
parts of Twelve of the whole Revenues of 
that Kingdom. The Book inſcribed Com- 
ment d' Eſtat gives a lower eſtimate, and 
reckoning that there are in France Two 
Hundred Millions of Arpens, ( which is a 
meaſure ſomewhat bigger then our Acre) 
aſſigneth 47 Millions, which is near a 
fourth part of the whole, to the Gallican 
_ Clergy. But which of theſe ſoever it be we 
think fit to ſtand to, it is reſolved by them 
all that the Baiſe- maine, which conſiſts of 
Offerings, Churchings, Burials, Dirges, and 
ſuch other caſualties, amounteth to as 
much per annum, as their ſtanding Rents : 
Upon which ground, Sir Ednin Sandys 
computeth their Revenue at {ix Millions 
yearly. In Tay, beſides the Temporal E- 
{tate of the Popes of Rome, the Clergy are 
0” conceived to have in ſome places a third 
part of the whole; but in moſt a moiety. 
nn In pain, the certain Rents of the Arch- 
biſhoprick of Toledo, are ſaid to be no leſs 
the 300000 Crowns per annum; Which is 
ar more than all the Biſhops, Deans, and 
| Prebendaries, do poſſeſs in England. In 
Germamp, the Biſhops for the moſt part are 
powerful Princes; and the Canons of ſome 
Churches of ſo fair an Intrado, and of ſuch 
eltimation 
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in the point of Tithes. 


eſtimation amongſt the People, that the 


Emperors have thought it no diſparage- 
ment tothem, to have a Canon' $ place | in 


ſomeof their Churches. And as for the Pa- 


rochialClergy in theſe three laſt Countries, 


eſpecially in Syain and Itah, where the peo- | 
ple are more ſuperſtitious than they be in 
Germany, there is noqueltion but that the 
ails and Caſualiies are as beneficial to 
themy as the Þaiſe-maine is to the French. 
But here perhaps it will be faid that this 
is nothing unto us ofthe Realm of England, 
ho have ſhook off the ſuperſtitions of the 
 Churchof Rome, and that our pains is ſpent 
but to little purpoſe, unleſs we can make 


good our Theſis in the Churches Proteſtant. 


We mult therefore caſt about again: And 
Firſt, beginning with Fance, as before we 
did, we ſhall find that thoſe of the Reform- 
ed party there, not only pay their Tithes to 
the Beneficiary, who is preſented by the Pa- 
tron to the Cure or Title; or to the Church 
or Monaſtery to which the Tithes are ſet- 


tled by Appropriations, but over and above 
do raiſe an yearly maintenaz tor thoſe 


that Miniſter amongſt them. bas the 


Iriſh Papiſts pay their 1ithes aud Duties 


unto the Proteſtant Incumbent, and yet 


maintain their own Prieſts too by their 
Gifts and Offerings; or as the People in 


ſome places with us in England, do pay 


B 4 their 
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24 The undeceiving of ihe People 
their Tithes unto the Parſon or Vicar ti 
whom the Law ſets over them,and raiſe a R 
Contribution alſo for their Lecturer, whom tl 
they ſet over themſelves. In other Coun- B 
tries where the ſupream Governours are p 
Reformed or Proteſtant, the caſe is ſome- I 
V 

b 


what better with the common People, al- 
though not generally ſo eaſie as with us in 
England. For there the Tithes are taken up 
by the Prince or State, and yearly Penſions 
aſſigned out of them to maintain the Mi- 
niſters; which for the moſt part are ſo 
{mall, and ſo far ſhort of a Competent 
(though by that name they love to call it) 
that the Subject having paid his Tithes to 
the Prince or State, is fain to add fome- 
thing out of his Purſe, towards the mend- 
ing of the Stipend. Beſides, there being 
for the moſt part in every Church two _ 
diſtinct ſorts of Miniſters, that is to fay, a 
Paſtor wao hath Cure of Souls, and per- 
forms all Minifterial Offices in his Con- 
. e and a Doctor (like our Exgliſh 
Lectures, ch took hint im hence) 
Who only ech with tlic ord. The 
Paſtor © aatb his Stipend from the 
publick .fury ; the Doctor being main- 
tained wholly (as I am credibly informed) 
at the Charge of the People; and that not 
only by the Bounty or Benevolence of 
Landed Men,but in the way of Contribu- 
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tion,from which no ſort of People of what 
Rank {oever, (but ſuch as live on Alms or 


the Poor Man's Box ) is to be exempted. 
But this is only in the Churches of Calvin's 


platform, thoſe of the Latheran party in 


Denmark,Swedeland, and high Germany, ha- 


ving their Tithes and Glebe as they had 
before; and ſo much more in Offerings 
than with us in Ez2/azd, by how much 

they come nearer tothe Church of Rome, 
both in their Practiſe and Opinions, (eſpe- 
cially in the point of the Holy Sacrament) 


than the Engliſh do. And as for our dear 


s brethrcs 0 the K irk of Scotland, ho Call»: 
not be 30 oon forgotten by a true born 
Engliſh Man, the Iithes being ſetuled 
for the moſt part on Religious Houſes, 


came in their fall, unto the Crown, 


and out of them a Tet wa Is granted to 


maintain their Miniſter; but alſo ill 


paid while the Tithes remained in the 


Crown, and worſe when alienated to 


the uſe of private Gentlemen, that the 


greatoſt part of the burden for ſupport of 
the iniſtry, lay in the way of Contribu- 
tion n the backs of the Feople. And as 


one ill example dorh beget another, ſuch 


Lords and Gentlemen as had Right to 
preſent to Churches, following the ſteps of 
thoſe who held the Tithes from the Crown, 


ſoon made lay - fees of all the l ithes of their 
on 
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own Demeſnes, and left the Preſentes ſuch a 
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The undecerving of the People 


ſorry pittance, as made him burthenſome 


to his Neighbours for his better mainte- 
nance. How it ſtands with them now ſince 
ftheſe late alterations, thoſe who have took 
the National Covenant, and I preſume are 
well acquainted with the Diſcipline and 
Eſtate of the Scottiſh Kirk (which they 
have bound themſelves to defend and keep) 
are better able to reſolve us. And ſo much 
for the proof of the firſt propoſition,name- 
Iy, That never any Clergy in the Church 
of God, hath been, or is maintained with 
leſs charge of the Subject, than the eſta- 
bliſh*'d Clergy of the Church of Exgland. 
And yer the proof hereof will be more 
convincing,it we can bring good evidence 
ſor the Second alſo : Which is 
II. That there is no Man in the Kjngdom 
f England, whopayeth any thing of his own 
towards the maintenance and ſupport of his 
Pariſh Miniſter, bt his Eaſter-offering. 
And thatisa Paradox indeed, will the 
Reader ſay, Is it not viſible to the Eye, 


that the Clergy havethe tenth part of our 


Corn and Cattle, and of other the Increaſe 


and Fruits of the Earth? Do not the Peo- 


ple give them the tenth part of their Eſtates 
ſaith one of my Pamphlets Have they 


not all their Iivelihoods out of our Purſes, 


ſaith another of them? Aſſuredly neither 
| ſo, 
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in the point of Tithes. 
ſo, nor ſo. All that the Clergy doth receive 


from the Purſe of the Subject, for all the 


pains he takes amongſt them, is Two pence 


27 


or a Groat at Eaſter. He claims no more 


thanthis as due, unleſs the cuſtom of the 
place, (as I think in ſome parts it is) bring 
it upto Six pence. If any thing be given him 
over this by ſome bountiful hand, he taxes 
it for a favour, and is thankful for it. Such 
profits, as come in by Marriages, Chur- 


ching, and Funeral Sermons, as they are ge- 


nera ly ſmall, and but accidental; fo he 
is bound unto ſome ſpecial Service and 


Attendance for it. His conſtant ſtanding 
Fee, which properly may be ſaid to come 
out of tlie Subjects Purſe for the Admini- 
ſtration of the Word and Sacraments, is 
nothing but the Eafter-offering, I he Tithes 
are legally his own, not giveu unto him by 
the Subject, as is now pretended, but paid 
unto him as a Rext-charge laid upon the 


Land ; and that betore the Subject, either - 


Lord or Tenent, had any thing to do in the 
Land at all. For as I am inform'd by Sir 
Eaw. Coke in his Comment upon Little- 
tous Tenures, |. 1. c. 9. F. 73. fol. 58. L 
appearethby the Laws and Ordinances of An- 
cient Rings, and ſpecially of Ring Alfred, 


That the firſt Ring of this Realm had all the 
Lands of England in Demeſne, and les 
grands manours & royalties, hey reſerved 


to 
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to themſelves, and with the remnant they ſor 

the defence of the Kealm enfeofſed the Barons 

of the Realm with ſuch juriſdiction as the | 

court Baron now hath. So he, the profeſſed | 

Champion of the Common laws. And at 

this time it was, when all the Lands in 

England were the Kings Demeſue, that E- 

thelmwolph, the Second Monarch of the Sax- | 

on race ( his father Egbert being the firſt 

which brought the former Heprarchy un- 

der one ſole Prince) conferred the Tithes 

of all the Kingdom upon the Church, by 

his Royal Charter. Of which, thus 1z- 

2 gulph Abbot of Cromland an old Saxon 

855. Rex Writer, “ An. 855. (which was the 18th of 

Etbelwul- his Reign ) King Ethelwulph with the 0. 

Tus, 3 ſent of his Prelates and Princes which Ruled in 
2m Prala--. ay i e . 

ꝛorum 6p England ander him in their ſeveral Provin- 

Hincifun ces, did firſt enrich the Church of England 

5 with the Jithes of all his Lands and Goods, 

 variis ro. by his Charter Royal. Ethelward an old 

v1ncis 7% Sao, and of the Blood Royal, doth ex- 

: rare preſs it thus: + He gave the Tithe of his 

 gratuizo poſſeſſions for the Lords own Portion, and or- |. 

Conſenſu, d red it to be ſo in all the parts of the Riugdom 


zu uc frimo | "RT th 
cum in Under his C aommand. Florence of Worceſter in 

Terry Aru „„ i | es | | 

& bonorum aliorum ſive catallorum, univerſam dotavit Eccleſiam fer 1: 

ſuum Regium Chirographum. lugulph. _ | — — : 
I Decnmavit de omni poſſeſſione ſua in partem Domini, & in uni- 5 

ver ſo regimine Princi pat ic ſui ſic conſſituit. FEthelward, | 


cheſe 


in the point of Tithec. 29 
theſe words: * Ring Ethelwulph for * Athe(- 
the Redemption of his own Soul, and pol of 
the Soul of his Predeceſſors, diſcharg'd the man rk 
tenth part of his Realm of all Tributes "* #egu 
and Services due unto the Crown, and by ir n 
perpetual Charter ſiz ned with the ſien of the Regaliſey. 
Croſs, offered it to the three: one God. Roger jj ©. 
of Hoveaden hath it in the ſelf ſameteraoir & 
words; and Huntingdon more briefly . /enp:- | 
thus; + That for the Love of God, and the phie in” 
Redemption of his Soul, he Tithed his whole Cruce 
Dominions to the uſe of the Charch, - But Ch 
what need ſearch be made into fo many inf. 
Authors, when the Charter it felt is extant 41ma/us 
in old Abbot Ingalph, and in Matthew of order 
Weſtminſter, and in the Leiger book of the ſuormnni 
Abbey of Abingdon? Which Charter be- 55 bead 
ing offered by the King on the Altar at tavir. Flo- 
Hincheſter, in the preſence of his Barons, rent. Wi- 
was receiv'd by the Biſhops, and by them BY Jorg 
ſent to be Publiſh'd in all the Churches of terran fu- 
their ſeveral Dioceſſes: A Clauſe being e 
added by the King (faith the Book of A- Dei & 
binzdon) That whoſcever added to the Gift, Redempti- 
| God would pleaſe to proſper and increaſe his 5. as 
days; but that it any did preſume to dimigij; 5 19 Natl 
, Fan preſume to dimtgiſi clefiarum 


the ſamehe ſhould be call'd to an account for it . ogg 
| | | | LET. 


Huntingd - 
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Qui augere volue it noſtram donatio nem augent onmtotens Deus 


ies eis tro/perosy fiquis vero mutare- vel minuere her: tg f 


et fe adTrih inil Chriſti redditurum rationem niſi prius fatrsfationem 
Mens 2tertt. > | 


as 


The undecciving of the People 


4 Chriſt's judzement ſeat, unleſs he nade a. 
mend s by full ſatisfactiom. In which, as in 
ſome other of the former Paſſages, as there 
is fomewhat favouring of the Error of 
thoſe darker times, touching the merit 
of good works; yet the Authorities are 
ſtrong and moſt convincing for confir- 
mation of the point which we have in 
hand. JJVVVVCV ns 


Now that the King charged all the 
Lands of the Kingdom with the pay- 
ment of Tithes, and not that only which 
he held in his own poſſeſſion, is evident 


both by that which was faid before from 
Sir Eaward Cote, and by the ſeveral Paſſa- 


ges of the former Authors. For if all the 


Lands in the Kingdom were the Kings 
Demeſnes, and the King conterred the 
Tithes of all his Lands on the Church of 
God, it mult follow thereupon that all the 
Lands of the Realm were charg'd with 


Tithes before they were diſtributed a- 
mongſt the Barons for defence of the 
Kingdom. And that the Lands of the 


whole Realm were thus charg'd with 
Tithes, as well that which was parted in 


the hands of Tenants, as that which 


Was in the occupancy of the King hun- 
ſelf, the words before alleged do moſt 
plainly evidence, where it {aid that he gave 


the tenth of all his Lands, as Ingulph; the 
Ji 


r . 


| in the point of Tithes. 
Tithe of his whole Land, as Henry of Hun- 


tingdon , the tenth part of his whole King- 
dom, as in Florexce of Worceſter ;, the tenth 
part of the Lands throughout the King- 
dom, in the Charter it ſelf. And finally, in 
the Book of Abingdon, the Charter is 


uſher'd in with this following Title, viz. 


Quomodo Ethelwolfus Rex dedit decimam 


way regni ſui Eccleſiis, that is to ſay, 


how Ethelwolf gave unto the Church the 
tenth part of his Kingdom, This makes it 


evident, that the King did not only give 


de facto, the Tithe or the Tenth part of his 


whole Realm to the uſe of the Clergy ; but 


that he had a Right and a Power to do it. 
as being not only the Lord Paramount, but 
the Proprietar) of the whole Lands; the 


Lords and Great Men of the Realm not 


having then a Property or Eſtates of Per- 
manency, but as accomptants to the King, 
whoſe the whole Land was. And though 


it ſeems by Iagulph their conſents were 


asked, and that they gave a free conſent 
to the Kings Donation; yet was this but 
a matter of form, and not ſimply neceſſa- 
ry, their approbation and conſent being 


only ask'd, either becauſe the King was 


not willing to do any thing to the diſhe- 
riſon of his Crown, without the liking 
and conſent of the Peers; or that having 
their conſent and approbation, they ſhould 


be 
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be barred from pleading any Tenant-rig hi, 
and be obliged to ſtand in maintenance 
and defence thereof againſt all Pretenders. 
And this appears yet further by a Law of 
King Athelſtaue m de in the year 930, a- 
bout which time, not only the Prelates of 
the Church as formerly; but the Great 
Men of the Realm, began to be ſettled in E- 
| ſtates of Permanency, and to claim a Pro- 
perty in thoſe Lands which they held of 
the Crown; and claiming, fo begun (it 
ſeems) to make bold to ſubduct their 
Tithes. For remedy whereof, the King 
made this Law, commanding all his Mini- 
ſters throughout the Kingdom, that in the 
firſt place they ſhould pay the Titles * of 


- 2 = his own Eſtate, (that is to ſay, that which he 
2 pony held in his own Hands, and had not eſta- 
Frio red- ted out to his Lords and Barons) and 


«ant Deo tht the Bijhops aid the like of that which they 


decimas ; 


E £piſco held in rig hit of their Churches; and his No- 


Pi mei ſimi. bles and Officers of that which they Held in 
F ae bl fn property, as their own Poſſeſſions or Inheri- 
 proprio.&g tance. By Which we find that Tithes 


Alder mau. were granted to the Clergy out of all the 


7 Mei, & 


prepoſiti Lands in the Kingdom, and the perpetual 
me: payment of them laid as a rent- charge on 


the ſame, by the bounty and munificence 

of the firſt Monarchs of this Realm, before 

any part thereof was demiſed to others. 

And if perhaps ſome of the Great Men of 
| wm IP 


in the point of T ithes. ” 33 


the Realm had eſtates in property ( as cer- 


; tainly there were but few, if any, which 

. my ſuch Eſtates in the times we ſpeak 

T of) they charged the ſame with Tithes 

by their own conſent, before they did 

© tranſmit them to the Hands of the Gen- 

t try, or any who now claim to lay hold 
7. ß ĩ 

S 0o then, the Land being charged thus ll 
Voith the payment of Tithes, came with = 
+ | thisclog unto theLords, and Great Men of 1 
the Realm; and being fo charged with 

- | Tithes by the Kings and Nobles, have 
—beentranſmitted, and paſſe] over from 

e | one hand to another, until they came to 

the poſſeſſion of the preſent owners: 

e | * Who whatſoever right they have to the 

- | other xine parts, either of Fee-fimple, | 
4 Leaſe, or Copy, have certainly none alt 
all in the T:the or Texth, which is no more 
< . theirs, or to be ſo thought of, than the - | 
„ tber nine parts are the Clergies. For 1 
1. Whether they hold their Lands at an yearly To 1 
s Rent, or have them in Fee, or for termof — 
e | Life, or in any other Tenure whatſoever F 
a! it be, they hold them, and they purcha- 9 
N ſed them on this tacite condition, that be- 4 
e ſides the Rents, and Services, which they \ 
re pay to the Lord, they are to pay unto the 4 
Ss, | Clergy, or unto them who do ſucceed in F 
of | rhe Clergies right, a Tenth of all the | 
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314 pe undeceiving of the People. 
Fruits of the Earth, and of the Fruits 
of their Cattel, and all Creatures Tithe- 
able, unleſs ſome Ancient Cuſtom or Pre- 

{ſcription do diſcharge them of it. And 


more then ſo, whether they hold by year- 


ly Rent, or by right of purchaſe, they hold 
it at leſs Rent by far, and buy it at far 

_ cheaper rates, becauſe the Land it ſelf and 
the Stock upon it, is chargeable with _ 

 Tithes, as before was faid, than they 

would do, or could in reaſon think to do, 


were the Land free from Tithes, as in 


ſome places of this Realm it is. To make | 


this clearer by example of an Houſe in Lon- 


don, where, according to the Rent which 
this Houſe is ſet at, the Miniſter hath 


2 8. 9d. out of every Pound in tlie name 


of a Tithe: Suppoſe we that the Rent of 
the Houle be 50 l. the Miniſters due, ac- 


cording unto that proportion, comes to 


6 J. 178. 6d. yearly; which were it 
not to be paid by Law to the Pariſn- 


Miniſter, there is no queſtion to be made, 


but that the Landſord of the Houſe 
Would have raiſed his Rent, and not 


content himſelf with the 50 l. but look 


for 501. 178. 6 d. which is the whole 


Rent paid, tho? to divers Hands. And 
if this Houſe were to be {old at Sixteen 


years purchaſe, the Grantee could expect 
no more then 800 | becauſe there is a Rent 


of 


„ ̃—d FR 


wr 


in the Point of Tithes. 


by Law, which is to be conſidered in the 


Sale thereof, whereas if no ſuch Rent or 
Tithe were to iſſue out of it, he would 
have as many years purchaſe for the Sum 
remaining, which would inhaunce the 


price 110 l. higher than before it was. 


Now by this ſtandard we may Judge of 
the caſeof Lands, tho” by reaſon of the 
difference of the Soil, the well or ill -Hus- 
banding of Grounds, and the greatneſs or 


ſmallneſs of the Stock, which is kept upon 


them, it cannot be reduced to fo clear a 


certainty. But whatſoever the full Tithe 


of all be worth to the Miniſter, we may 
undoubredly conclude, That if fo much as 


the Tithe comes to yearly, were nor paid 


to him, the Landlord would gain in his 


Rent, and the Grantee get it in the Sale: 


No benefit at all redounding to the Te- 


nant by it, nor any uato him that buy- 
eth it. Or if we will ſuppoſe with one 


of my Pamphlets, (and letit be ſuppoſed 


this once tor our better proceeding ) that 


he who ofticiates ina Pariſh where | ithes 
are paid in kind without any ſubſtracti- 
ons, hath rhe fifth part of every Landed 


Man's Eitate, that is to ſay, Four Pounds 
in every 201. per annum: The Purchaſer 
or Tenant, be he who he will, may po— 


litively build on this in his better 
5 Ea Thüghts 


- 5 
of 6 l. 178. and 6 d. reſerved to the Miniſter 


- —̃ — 


* The undecerving of the Pecple 
Thoughts, that if Four Poundsin Twenty 
were not paid to the Miniſter, the Te- 
nant muſt pay to his Landlord, and the 
Purchaſer muſt buy it at the ſame rates, 
as he did the reſt of the Land. But be- 
ing that neither the Tenant pays Rent 
for it, nor the Purchaſer hath it in his 
Grant from him that ſelleth the Land 
unto him, The Tithe of the Increaſe off 
their Land and Stock, and other Crea- 
tures Ticheable in their poſſeſſion, can be 
none of their own; but muſt be his, and 
only his, whom the muntficence of Kings 
and Princes, confirmed by ſo many Laws 
and $tatutes, have conferred it on. His 
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1 parc indeed it is, not ours, (not the 17 
Rp Pert of our Hſtate, as my Pamphlet faith ) 
3 and he receives it of us asa Rent or Du- 
15 . ty, tranſmitted to us with the. Land from 
a one hand to another; not as a matter ot 
18 Gift, or an act of Courteſy,  _ 
1 If then we pay not any thing of our 
con to the Pariſh-Miniſter, which ari- 
f 5 ſeth to him from tlie increaſe of Corn and 
| Cattel, and other Creatures Titheable by 
I the Lawof the Land, I think it cannot 
| | be affirmed by diſcerning Men, who arc 
S [| not led aſide by prejudice and prepoſſelli- 


ons, that we give any thing at all of o 
omn unto them, more than our Eaſter- 
offering, be it more or leſs. Jis true, ſome 
7 Dy  _. Statutes 


in the point of Tithes, . 


Statutes have been made about the pay- 


ment of Perſonal Tithes, out of the gains 


ariſing in the way of Trade: And I re- 


member Doctor Burgeſs writ a book a- 


bout it, for which he is as highly Cenſu- 


red by the Independant * as for other 


27 


* As in 


things by thoſe of the Prelatical party. he BK 


8 SETS 5 51. „ Lalled 
But then JI think it is as true, that either Tuhe-ga- 


ſo dackward to conform unto them, that 


little or no benefit hath redounded by 
them to the Pariſh-Miniſter, more than 
to ſhew the good affections which the 


Parliaments of thoſe times had unto the 


_ Clergy. And if we pay nothing of our 
con towards the maintenance of the 
_ Clergy, out of the increaſe of our 
Grounds and Stocks, as I have plainly 

proved we do not; and that no benefit 


thoſe Statutes were drawn up with ſuch therer; 


reſervations, or Men of Trades have been — 8 


comes unto them from the gains of Tra- 


ding, as I thing there comes not: If thoſe 
ſmall Vails and Caſualties which redound 


unto them from Marriages, Churchings, 


and the like occaſions, be given unto them 


for ſome ſpecial ſervice which they do 
perform, and not for his Adminiſtration 
of the Word and Sacraments, I hope my 
Second Propoſition hath been proved 


ſufficiently, namely, that there is no Man 


in the Kingdom of England who payeth 


any 


1 
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aany thing of his own towards the main- 
tenance of his Pariſh-Miniſter, but his 

Eaſter-offering : If fo, as ſoit is for cer- 
tain, there hath been little Ground for ſo 
great a clamour, as hath been lately raiſed 
about this particular: Leſs reaſon to Sub- 

duct or to change that maintenance which 
the piety of our Kings have given, and 
the indulgence of ſucceeding Princes have 
confirm'd in Parliament, without any 
charge unto the Subject. Which change, 
tho? poſſibly ſome ſpecious colours may 
be put unto it, will neither be really be- 
neficial to the Clergy or Laity. And 
that conducts me on to my laſt Propoſi- 
tion, Viz, „„ To, 


endonil ing preaero Tithes into Sti- | 


pends will bring greater trouble tothe Clergy, 
than ſis yet conſidered ; and far leſs profit ro 

the Country, than is now pretended. — 
This is a double Propoſition, and there- 

fore muſt be looked on in its ſeveral parts: 

Firſt, in relation to the Clergy, whoſe 
_ eaſe is very much pretended ; and next in 
reference totheOccupant.whoſle profit only 


l zs intended in the change deſired. It is pre- 
4 in tended for the Clergy * to be a very aft- 
1 


the Ken- . 8 LE 2 
1 Peri- tult thing to know the dues demandable of 


tn and their feveral Pariſhes, that it maketh them 
| . 4a too much given unto worldly things, by look- 
= jets of OS; ee WIE PST 
| that kind, 27 After the inning and threſbing out of their 
| 
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in the point of Tithes. 


Corn; and doth occaſion many candalous and 
wexations ſutes bet wiæt them and th Nethe 
bow e: All which they think will he a- 
voil d, in caſe the Miuiſters were reduced 
to ſo ne annual ſtipend. And to chis end 
it is propounded by the Army in their 
late Fropofals, that the unequal, trouble- 

ſome, and contentious way of Miniſters main- 
tenance by Tithes, may be conſidered of, 

(in Parliament) and a remedy applyed unto 

it. But under favour of the Army, and 
of all thoſe who have contrived che late 

Petitions to that purpoſe, cannot ſee but 

that the way of maintenance byannual Sti- 
per ds, will be as Troubleſome, Unequal, and 
Contentious too, as that of Tithes by Law 
eſtabliſhed; eſpecially if thoſe annual Sti- 
pends be raiſed according to the platform 


D 


Which is now in hand. For as far as [am 
able to judge by that, which I have ſeen 
and heard from the chief contrivers, the 


deſign is this: A valuation to be made of 
every Benetice over all the Kingdom, ac- 
_ cording to the worch thereof one year 


with another; a yearly Summ according 


to that valuation to be raiſed upon the 


Lands of every Pariſh, which now ſtand 


chargeable with {ithes; the Money ſo 


E ajlefled and levied, to be brought into 
one Common Treaſury in each ſeveral 
County, and committed to the hands of 


C 4 ſpecial 


33 
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ſpecial Truſtees hereunto appointed ; and 


finally, that thoſe Truſtees do iſſue out 


each half year, ſuch allowances to the 


Miniſters of the ſeveral. Pariſhes, reſpe& 
being had unto the deſerts of the Perſon 


and the charge of his Family, as they 


think fitteſt ; yet fo, that the Impropri- 


ators be firſt _ ſatished according to 
jeir Tithes and Glebe. 
This is the ſubſtance of the project. And 
if the Moneys be aſſeſſed in the way pro- 
poſed, only upon the Landed Men, whether 
Lords or Tenants, and not upon Artifi- 
cers, Handicrafts, and Men of Myſterious 
Trades, who receive equal benefit by the 
Miniſters labours, the way of mainte- 
nance by Stipends will be as unequal 
altogether, as by that of Tithes. And if 
it be but as unequal, J am ſure it will be 


far more troubleſome. For now the Mi- 


niſter or Incumbent hath no more to do, 

but to fee his Corn brought in and Hou- 
ſed (being to be cut and cock'd to his hand 
both by Law and Cuſtom ) and being 

brought in, either to ſpend it in his 

Houle, or {ell the reſidue thereof to buy _ 

other Proviſions. Which if he think too 


great an Avocation from his Studies, lie 


may put it over to his Wife, or ſome truſty 
Servant, as Gentlemen of greater For- 


tunes do unto their Baz/ifſs. And I my 
5 - ; 50. 
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in the point of Tithes. 


ſelf know divers Clergy Men of good 
Note and Quality, to whom the taking 
up of Tithes brings no greater trouble, 


than once a Month to look over the ac- 


compts of their Servants : Beſides, that 
many of them, keeping no more in their 
Hands, than what will ſerve tor the ne- 


ceſſary expence of Houſhold, let out the 
reſt unto ſome Neighbour at an yearly 
Rent. But when the Tithes are turned to 
Money, and that the Miniſter hath nei- 


ther Corn nor Hay, nor any other Pro- 


viſions of expence of Houſhold, but what 
he buyeth by the Penny: What an un- 


41 


reaſonable trouble muſt it needs prove + 


to him to trudge from one Market to ano- 
ther, for every bit of Bread he eats, and e- 


very handful of Malt, which he is to ſpend? 
And if Corn happen to be dear, ( as it is 
at this preſent) one quarter of a years 
Proviſion bought at the price of the Mar- 


ket, may eat out his whole years allow- 


ance. Beſides,I would fain learn, for I know 
not yet, whether the valuation be to be 
made yearly, and to hold no longer than 
that year, or, being once agreed on, to 


endure for ever. It it be made from year 
to year; either the Miniſter mult be at a 


certain trouble in driving a new bargain 
every year, with each ſeveral and re- 

ſpective Occupant within the Pariſh ; or 
3 . : at 


| 
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aat a greater trouble in attending the 

Truſtees of the County, till they have liſt 

and le ſure to conclude it for him. But it 

the valuation once made be to hold for 
ever, which is I think the true intent of 
the deſign ; I would fain know, in caſe 
the price of all Commodities ſhould riſe 

as much by the end of the next hundred 
years, as it hath done in the laſt, and fo the 
next Hundreds after that; how ſcant a 
pittance the Poor Miniſter will have in 

time, for the ſubſiſtance of himſelf and 
his Family- charge. For ſince the 26th of 
King Henr) the VIIIth, when a ſurvey 

Was taken of all the ſpiritual promotions 
FR. in this Kingdom, and the dear yearly va- 
l 1 lue of each returned into the Court of the 
=: Exc hequer, the prices of Commodities have 
been ſo inhaunced, thro” the encreaſe of 
Coin, that had not Beneiices been impro- 
ved proportionably, but held unto the va- 
luation whichis there recorded, the Mini- 
ſtry in general had been ſo poor, ſo utterly 
unable to have gone to the price of the 
Markets, that many muſt have digged, or 
begged for an hungry livelyhood. 
And yet we do not ſee an end of the 
miſcheif neither; for when the Lithes are 
changed to a Summ of Mony, and the 
Mony brought into a common Bank or 
Treaſury, the Miniſter will be ſure to un 
deige 
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in the point of Tithes. 


dergo a certain loß, and be vexed with 
more uncertain troubles. For when this 
Clergy-Office is once erected and ſettled in 
a conſtant courſe or method, as all Offices 


be; there muit be 7 reaſurers, Receivers, 


Tellers, Auditors, belides -under-officers, 
in each ſeveral County; every of which 
will look to have {ome henefit hy his Place 
and Office, if not his whole Subſiſtence by 
it: And I would fain know of theſe grand 
Projectors, by that time every one of theſe 
Cooks hath licked his Fingers, and eachCer- 
berus hath had his Mouthful, how piti- 
fully ſhort the Commons muſt needs 
prove to the hungry Clergy, who are to 
live on the remainder: Now as the loſs 
is more than certain, ſo will the trouble be 
as great as the loſs, and no leſs certain too, 
though it be uncertain. For when the 
Poor Clergy-man hackneyeth to receive 
his Sripend, how many put-offs ſhall he 
find, ere he ſpeed of his buſineſs. For 
either Mr. '[reaſrrer is not at leaſare, or the 
Mon) is not yet come in, or better Men than he 


muſt be ſped before him; and having dan- 


ced a Fortnight in this attendance, may 
poſſibly be forced to a compoſition, and 
take Eggs for his Mony, or elſe pay very 


dearly tor his expedition. Such courſes 


have been formerly complained of, in the 
King's Exchequer , Committees in the Coun- 


try 
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try are not free from the like complaints; 
and much I fear, leaſt this newOffice prove 


as full of delays and trouble (for the beſt 
of us are but Men, and ſubject to corrupt 
affect ions) as either of the others have 
been found to be. But then, if Mr. Treaſa- 


rer have a further Power either of Augmen- 


tat ion or of Diminution, according as he 


judgeth of the Miniſters diligence, or 
looks upon him in Reſpect of his Charge 

and Family, What a baſe Vaſſalage and 
Thraldom muſt the Poor Clergy- man be 

brought to, in having ſuch a Super-Inten- 


dent to judge of his Parts and Diligence, 


or to aſſign him an Allowance for his Wife 
and Children? How punctually muſt Mr. 

Treaſurer be attended and crouched unto, 

gifted, and bribed from time to time, ei- 
ther in hope to have the yearly Stipend 


mended, or elſe for fear to have it leſſen'd ? 


The Chancellors were thought to Lord it 
With too high gn infolency, when the 
Poor Country V 
them. But theſe whoare to bear the Bag, 

and upon whom the Clergy muſt depend 

for a poor Subſiſtance, will be ſure to Lord 


iniſter did appear before 


1t over them with contempt enough ; 
more than the Chancellor or Biſhop in the 


worſt times of their Government: Incaſe 


at laſt they do not like Judas think all 


walt which is given to Chriſt, under pre- 


tencæ 
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_ tence of keeping it for more Pious uſes. 
And what a trouble and vexation to inge- 
nious minds this mult needs be thought, 
let the Reader judge. 3 


So then, the way of Miniſters mainte- 


nance by yearly Stipends being as unequal, 
and more troubleſome than that of Tithes, 
let us next ſee whether it may not prove 
as contentious alſo. Tis true indeed, 
there have been many ſuits in the Courts 
of Weſtminſter, between fome Incumbents 
and their Neighbours about matter of 
Tithes; but if it be examined where the 
fault lieth molt, I doubt it will be rather 
found to procced out of Covetouſneſs in 
ſome Pariſn.oners, than any difficulty in 
diſcovering the demandable dues, or any 
contentiouſneſs in the Miniſters. For 
many Country People reckoning all good 


gains of which they can defraud the Par- 
lon, are apt enough on all occaſions to 


ſubduct their 7zthes, and either to pre- 


tend Cuſtoms, or plead Preſcriptions, to de- 
chne the payment. And though they 


commonly attempt it firſt in ſuch Trifling 
matters, as are not conſiderable in them 
ſelves, and would bring a Scandal on the 
Miniſter, ſhould le be too ſtrict, and trou- 
ble them for matters oj ſo {light a na- 
ture; yet when he looks upon the con- 

ſequent, and that tlie withholding or ſub- 


ducting 
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ducting of thoſe petit Tithes, is but to 
make a way for the relt to follow; he 
finds more reaſon to inſiſt on a punctual 
payment, than otherwiſe the nature of the 
thing would bear. And if a Suit inſue up- 
on it, I ſee not why it ſhould be charged 
upon the Miniſter, who is dd 2H to 
God. the Church, and his whole ſucceſſi- 
on for any diminution of the Churches 
Rights, by his remiſneſs or connivence. 
But whereſoever the fault lies, contentions * 
ſuits do ſometimes happen, there is no 14 
queſtion of it: And can we think con- * 
tentions Will not alſo riſe about the pay- f 
ment of the S ipends? Some Men conceive C 
themſelves to be over-rated, others are i 
apt enough to think that the "Tradeſman . 
Who gets more by his Shop, than they do 
f 
f 
| 
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by the Plough, {hould be as liable as 
themſelves to this common burden; and 
ſome believing that no Tithes are due at all, 
will neither pay in kind, or Mony. Some 
courſe muſt then be taken to inforce a 
payment, where payment is denyec upon 
theſe Pretenſions; and there is no com- 
pulſive Courſe without ſome Contention: 
And then ſuppoſing that ſome Courſe muſt 
be taken to intorce a pay ment, (as Ican ſee 
no hope how 1t will be avoided ) I would 
next know by whom this Courſe muſt be 
purines: If by the Truſtees tor the Coun- 
8 85 tY' 


muſt, on the common Stock (and Men 


vue know,, are very apt to cut large Thongs 


J out of another Man's Leather) the Bill of 
Charges tor one Suit,may poſſibly devour 


the Fruits of the whole Benefice. If by 
the Minifter himſelf, as it is moſt likely, 


we are but where we were before, and by 
Javoiding one contention for Tithes in kind, 


the Miniſter muſt be ingaged in another 
for 7zhes in Mony, which comes all to 

one. For that ſucli ſuits will follow on 
this Alteration, I look on as a matter un- 
avoidable; conſidering eſpecially, how in- 
finitely the Country man, who aims at 


nothing in the change but his gain or pro- 
fit, will find himſelf deceived of his ex- 


pectation, and conſequently will be more 
ſtubborn, and untractable when he ſceth 


his Error. 4 


For that the change of Tithes into an- 


nual Stipends will not be fo much unto 
his profit as he doth expect, and hath been 
intimated to him by tome leading Men, 


who have the hammering of the Plot, will 


be no hard matter to demonſtrate. I know in 


that nothing is pretended openly in the 


Alteration, but that the Occupant may 


ha vo 


in the point of Titbe. 
ty, they will be Ike to prove bit ill Soli- 
citors in another Man's buſineſs, as being 
to get nothing but their pains for their 
labour; beſides that, ſpending, as they 
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the Iithes ſhould be taken up towards the 
maintenance of the War for the common 
Liberty. But when the War was brought 
to ſo fair an iſſue, that the Boor thought 
to be exempted from the payment of 
Iiithes: Anſwer was made, That they 
ſhould pay none to the Miniſter as they 
had done formerly, whereby their Mini- 


hitherto, and that the State would take 
due care to maintain a Miniſtry. By means 
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have his Tithes at a certain Rent; and not 


be troubled to expect till the Parſon comes 


to {et out his Dues. But T know too, that 
generally they have been fed with a ſecret 
hope, That if the Parliament prevailed in 
the preſent War, they then ſhould pay no 
 Tithes at all; but every Man of what E- 
ſtate or Trade ſoever, ſhould be contribu- 
tary to the Charge of the Miniſters main- 


tenance. quſſ ſo the Prince of Orange 
dealt with the Boors of Holland: Aſſuring 


them, that if they proſpered in the War] 
againſt the King of Spain (which was then 
in hand) they ſhould pay mo Tithes unto 


their Miniſter; aud in the mean time that 


{ters in effect were become their Maſters : 
but that the Tizhes were ſo conlidera- 


ble a Revenue, that the State could not 
_ poſſibly ſubſiſt without them ; that there- 


fore they mult be content to pay them to 
the States Commiſſioners, as they had done 


w here- 
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whercof,they do not only pay their 7 ithes, 
as in former times; but ſeeing how ſhort 


the publick allowance made their Mini- 


ſters, doth come of that which ſome are 
pleaſed to call a Competency, they are 
(as it were) out of common 
Charity, if not compelled thereto by Or- 
der, to contribute over and above, with the 
reſt of the People, for the improvement 


conſtrained 


7 


and increaſe of the Miniſters Penſion. And 


lo it was in Scotland alſo, after the Lords of 


nem erection had ingroſſed the  ithes. 1 
cannot ſay that there is any ſuch deſign as 
to annex the / ithes to the Crown, though if 
they be taken from the Clergy, they ought 


| of common right to return again unto the 


Crown, from whence they came) but I 
dare ſay theLazd-holder will conceive him- 


ſelf as much defrauded of his Expectati- 
on, as if there was: And when he finds, 
that inſtead of paying no Tithes at all, he 
is to pay a valuable contideration in Mo- 


ny for them, will think himſelf ſo far 


from being beholding to the Undertakers = 


of this Project, that he will think the old 
way better, and more eaſie to him, His 
Mony he accompts his own, and parts as 
ſadly from it as from fo much of his Blood. 
The Tithes he looks upon as another Mans, 
which never were in his poſſeſſion, or to 


be reckoned of as a part of himlelt ; and 
there- 


D 
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therefore lets them go without grief or 


trouble. And I have mark'd it common- | 
ly amongſt my Neighbours (who believe 


are of the ſame Temper with other Occu- 


pants) that the ſame Men who took no ] 
thought for parting with their Tethes in 
kinds, having compounded for them at a 
rate in Mony, invented more delays, and | 
made more excuſes, to put the payment | 
off for a Week or Two, and fo from one 


Day to another, than for the payment of | 


their 7 zthes in all their Life time. Sodear 


a thing is Mony to us Country people, | 


that he who ſhall perſwadeustoredeem 2 | 
ſuppoſed inconvenience with a real anda | 


conſtant expence of Treaſure, will be | 


counted but an evil Counſellor. A viſible 
evidence whereof we have now amongſt 
us : For though the quartering of Soldiers 
be the heavieit bondage that ever a free- | 
born People did languiſh under, and fuch | 

as Men of Means and Quality would buy | 


out upon any Terms : Yet generally the 


Country- man had rather make himſelf a 


Slave, and his Wife a Drudge, and let them 


ſpend upon his Victuals, than part with 
Mony to remove them to ſome other place. 
My inference hereupon is this; either the 
valuation of each ſeyeral Benefice will be 


true and real to the worth, or not. If not, 


it may redound indeed to the Plough- 
£ man's 


% 


in the point of Titles, 
man's profit, but then it comes accompa- 
nied with a pablick fraud, which I believe 


no Chriſtian State will be guilty of. And 


on the other ſi de, if the Rates be made ae- 
cording to the full worth of the Benefce, 
| it will be little to the profit of the Hus- 


bandman, who might have Farmed tus 


Tithes as cheap of the Parſon or Vicar: 
beſides the hearts grief it will be unto ma- 
ny of chem to part with ready Mony for 


a thing of convenience, without which 


they might live as ap ly as their Fa- | 
» | rthers did. 5 


And if it be not to the pr ofit of the 


Poughman this way, I am ſure that in 
> | another way it will not be to his content 


or his profit either. For taking it for 
granted, as I think I may, that 1 have 


hit on the deſign which is now on foot, 
| that is to ſay, that the yearly profits of. 
each Benefice in every County, be brought 
into one common Bank or Treaſury with- 

in the County, and then diſpoſed of by 


51 


Truſtees, according as they judge of tlie 


deſerts of the Perſon, and take into con- 


ſideration his Famil V charge; It may ſo 


happen (and will doubtleſs) that! in a Fa- 


riſh where the Lax or Seſsment com- 
eth to 400 J. per annum, the Miniſter may 
not be allow'd above an Hundred. The 
reſidue will be wholly in Mr. 


Treaſurers 


D 2 Power, 
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Power, either to feaſt with his Friends, or 
lay up for his Children; or at the belt | 
to ſettle it on ſuch who relate unto him, 
or can make Means and Friends to enlarge 
their Penſions, though ſuch perhaps as 
Were never ſeen nor heard of by the Pa-! 
riſh, whence the Money comes. And if 
Men think it as it 1s, an ill piece of Hut- 
bandry, to have the Soil carried of their 
own Land, and laid on anothers, to the 


=. impoveriſhing of their own, and enr.ch- 
 ingof his: I cannot ſee but that it will be 
'} thought a worſe piece of Husbandry,and | 
1 prove of very ill digeſtion to moſt Coun- 
try Stomacks; to have the Fat of their 


Livings carried to another place, and given 


it unto a Man whom they never ſaw, and 
{ V ho is never like to feed their Souls with 


Ss the Bread of Life, or their Bodies with the 
1 Life of Bread: Their own Poor Miniſter | 
1 mean while, from whom they have rea- 
| ſon to expect it, being ſo diſcouraged and | 
| impoveriſh'd that he can do neither, For 
1 | ” whereas thoſe who were poſſeſſed of the | 
| | y richer Benefices, did uſe to keep good Hoſ- 
| 
| 


pitality, to entertain their Neighbours and | 
relicve their Poor, and do many other good | 
offices amongſt them as occaſion ſerved, | 
both to the benefit and comfort of all forts 
of Pariſhioners: It may ſo happen, and it will 
(as before I ſaid) that the Miniſter may 
4 


that inſtead of being either a 
comfort to them in the way propoſed, he 


in the point of 1 ithes, - 
be ſo ill befriended by Mr. Treaſurer, and g 
the reſt of the Iraſtees for the County, 


benefit or a 


may prove a burden, and a charge. And 


though doubt not but as great care Win 
be taken as can be deſired in the choice of 
thoſe who are to have the diſpoſing of the 


publick Monies; yet to ſuppoſe that Men 


once ſetled in an Oilice of ſuch Truſt and 
Power, may not be ſubject unto partialities 
aud corruptions, were an imagination fitter 
ſorthe Lord Chancellor V eralams ne wAtlan- 
tus, or Sir Thomas More his Predeceſſor's oll 
e or a Platonick Common- Wealth; 
than the belt tempered Government in the 
| Chriſtian World. For my part,jooking into 
the deftign with the belt Eyes 1 have, and 


judging of it by the cleareſt light of Un- 


derſtanding, which God hath given me, I. 
am not able to diſcern, but that the change 
of Tithes into St ipends 
pounded) will bring greater trouble to 
the Clergy than is yet conſider'd, and far 
leſs profit to the Country than is now pre- 
tended: Which is the Third and laſt of my 
Propoſitions, and is, I hope, ſufficiently and 
fully proved, or at the leaſt made pro able 
if not demonſtrative 
have ſaid nothing in this Tract of the 
| Fight « of Tithes, or on what motive or con- 


(inthe way pro- 


liderations 
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 ſiderations of preceeding claim, the Kings 
of England did confer them upon the Cler- 
gy: Contenting my ſeff at this time with 
the matter of Fact, as namely, That they 
were ſettled on the Church by the Kings 
of this Realm, before they granted out E- 
ſtates to the Lords and Gentry,and that the 
Land thus charged with the payment of 
Tithes, they paſſed from one Man to ano- 
ther, until it came unto the Hands of the 
preſent Occupant ; which cuts of all that 
Claim or Title which the miſperſwaded 
Subject can pretend unto them. I know 
it cannot be denie:] but that notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid Grants and Charters of 
thoſe Ancient Kings, many of the Great 
Men of the Realm, and ſome alſo of 
the inferiour Gentry poſſeſſed of Ma- 
Ante nours, before the Lateran Councel, * did 
Concilium - 3 8 
Literanen- either keep their Tithes in their own 5 
eulen po Hands, or make infeodations of them to | 
e Religious Houſes, or give them to ſucß 
Ab in feu. Prieſts or Pariſhes, as they beſt affected. 
2 1 But after the Decree of Pope Innocent the | 
| Ait qui- IIId. ( which you may find at large in Sir 
|| buſcungue Ed. Cotes Comment upon Mazna Charta, 
1 3 and other old Statutes of this Realm in the 
dare. Linde . „ a 
wood in Chapter of Tithes) had been confirmed in 
þ Provmc. that Councel (Anno. 1215) and incorpora- 
B bg e. ted into the Canons and concluſions of it, 
thepaymentofchzm to the 8 5 
ps cla] 
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cchhial Prieſt, came to be ſettled univerſal- 
lyover all the Kingdom: Save that the 
Templars, the Hoſpitalers, and Monks of 


Ciſteauæ held their ancient priviledges of 


being excepted for thoſe Lands which they 
held in occupancy from this general rule. 
Nor have I ſaid any thing of Impropriations; 
partly, becauſe I am perſwaded that the _ 


Lords and Gentry, who have their Votes 


gain (as of due right the Tithes ſhould do, 


if they be taken from the Clergy ;) and 
by the Crown were alienated in due form 
| of Law, and came by many mean coavey= _ 
I . ances to tlie preſent Owners. Only I ſhall 
Igeſire, that the Lords and Commons would 
take a ſpecial care of the Churches Patri- 


* 


or Hiends in Parliament, will take care 
to the ſaving of their own Stakes; but 
pirincipally, becauſe coming from the 1 
fſame original Grant from the King tothe 
Subjects, and by them ſettled upon Mo- 
naſteries and Religious Houſes, they fell in 
the ruin of thoſe Houſes to the Crown a- 


mony, for fear leſt that the prevalency of 


this evil humour which gapes ſo greedily 
after the Clergies Tithes, do in the end de- 


vour theirs alſo. And it concerns them al- 


ſo in relation to their right of Patronage, 


which if this Plot go on, will be utterly 
loſt, and Churches will no longer be pre- 

ſentative at the choice of the Patron; but 
3 r 
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ſiderations of preceeding claim, the Kings 

of England did confer them upon the Cler- 

95: Contenting my ſeff at this time with 

the matter of Fact, as namely, That they 

were ſettled on the Church by the Kings 

of this Realm, before they granted out E- 
ſtates to the Lords and Gentry,and that the 
Land thus charged with the payment of 

_ 1:hes, they paſſed from one Man to ano- 
ther, until it came unto the Hands of the 

preſent Occupant ; which cuts of all that 
Claim or Title which the miſperſwaded 

Subject can pretend unto them. I know 

it cannot be denied but that notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid Grants and Charters of 
thoſe Ancient Kings, many of the Great 

Men of the Realm, and ſome alſo of 
the inferiour Gentry poſſeſſed of Ma- 
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Albi in feu Prieſts or Pariſhes, as they beſt affected. 1 
dum reti- But after the Decree of Pope Innocent the = 
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buſcungue Ed. Ces Comment upon Magna Charta, 
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any e. ted into the Canons and concluſions of it, 
the paymentofchem to the Miniſter, orParo- 


chal 


* — — — 


in the point of Tithes. 
chial Prieſt, came to be ſettled univerſal- 


ly over all the Kingdom : Save that the 
Templars, the Hoſpitalers, and Monks of 


Ciiſteauæ held their ancient priviledges of 
being excepted for thoſe Lands which they 


held in occupancy from this general rule. 


Nor have I ſaid any thing of Impropriations; 
partly, becauſe I am perſwaded that the 
Lords and Gentry, who have their Votes 
or Friends in Parliament, will take care 
to the ſaving of their own Stakes; but 
principally, becauſe coming from the 
fame original Grant from the King to the 


Subjects, and by them ſettled upon Mo- 


naſteries and Religious Houſes, they fell in 

the ruin of thoſe Houſes to the Crown a- 
gain (as of due right the Tihes ſhould do, 

if they be taken from the Clergy;) and 

by the Crown were alienated in due form 


of Law, and came by many mean convey- 


anccs to the preſent Owners. Only I ſhall 


deſire, that theLords and Commons would 
take a ſpecial care of the Churches Patri- 


mony, for fear leſt that the prevalency of 
this evil humour which gapes ſo greedily 


after the Clergies Tithes, do in the end de- 
vour theirs alſo. And it concerns them al- 


ſo in relation to their right of Patronage, 


O 


which if this Plot go on, will beutterly 
loit, and Churches will no longer be pre- 


ſentatlve at the choice of the Patron; but 


either 
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either made Elective at the will of the Peo- 
ple, or elſe Collated by the Truſtees of the ſe. 
vera Counties (ſucceeding as they do in the 
 Powerof Biſnops) as now Committee men 
diſpoſe of the preferments of the ſequeſtred 
Clergy. If either by their Power and Wiſ- 
dom, or by the Arguments and Reaſons 
which are here produced, the Peoples Eves 
a re opened to diſcern the Truth, and that 
they be deceived no longer by this popular 
Error. it is ail T aim at, who have no other 
ends herein, but onlyto andeceive them in this 
point of Tithes; wh ch hath been repre- 
lented to them as a publick grievance con- 
ducing manifeſtly to the diminution of 
their Gain and Profit, If notwithſtanding 
all this care for their inſormation, they will 
run headlong in the ways of ſpoil and ſacri: 
+ . lege, and {hut their Eyes againſt the light | 
of the Truth, ſhine it never fo brightly ; 
Let them take heed they fall not into that 
infatuation which the Scripture denoun- 
_ ceth,that ſeeing they ſhall ſee, but ſhall not per. 
cerve ; and that the ſtealing of this Coal 
from the Altars of God, burn not down 
their Houſes. And ſo I ſhut up this diſ- 
courſe withthe words of our Saviour,ſay- 
ing, that 0 Man taſteth New Wine, but pre- 
ſeull) he ſaith, that the Old is better. 
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